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MINUTES
VERMILLION BASIN WATER DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
NOVEMBER 19, 2025

The Vermillion Basin Water Development District (VBWDD)
convened at 3:00 p.m. for a regular meeting at the Miner County
courthouse in Howard, South Dakota, on Wednesday, November 19,
2025.

DIRECTORS PRESENT DIRECTORS ABSENT

Robin Dykstra, Area 5 Anthony Halverson - Area 7
Bob Iverson, Area 1 Michael Crist, Area 3
Sarah Chadima, Area 2

Wayne Davey, Area 4 OTHERS PRESENT

Fred Butzke - Area 6 Brad Preheim - Staff

Jay Gilbertson - EDWDD

Charlie Wasserburger-Lake Thompson WPD
Jim Knight

Rep Tim Goodwin - Lake Thompson WPD
Joe Bechen - Miner County Commission

Kip Rounds - Game, Fish and Parks
Jeremiah Bergstrom - SDSU

Jeff Meadows - Lake County Conservation
Steve Gordon - McCook County Commission
Eric Rentschler - City of Howard

Kim Paradeis - City of Howard

Chancy Shrake - Brosz Engineering

Chairman Dykstra called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The Board reviewed the agenda for the meeting. There being no
changes, Director Iverson moved to approve the agenda. Seconded



by Director Chadima. Motion passed unanimously.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Chairman Dykstra asked if any Directors had a conflict of
interest regarding any agenda item. No conflicts were noted.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Dykstra asked for any additions or corrections
pertaining

to the Board of Directors meeting minutes from September 17,

2025. There being none, Director Davey moved to approve those
minutes. Seconded by Director Butzke. Motion passed
unanimously.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Outstanding bills include: Tim & Kim Eide $700.00 - October &
November rent & utilities, Century Business Products $100.00 -
October & November copier lease, Fort Randall Telephone $183.44
- October & November phone/internet, River Appreciation Day
$500.00 - Education & Outreach, S.D.U.I. $18.49 - 3rd quarter
taxes, Internal Revenue Service $904.90 - payroll taxes, Brad
Preheim $1,270.21 - October wages, travel, phone, Brad Preheim
$1,423.18 - November wages, travel, phone, Broadcaster Press
$64.26 - publishing, SDSU $85.00 - Conference Registration, New
Century Press $69.50 - Publishing, Blegen Publishing $125.78 -
Publishing, RFD Newspapers $137.02 - Publishing, Visa $100.35 -
travel, supplies. Board per Diem & Travel: Fred Butzke $317.67 -
3rd quarter, Wayne Davey $328.87 - 3rd quarter, Sarah Chadima
$256.84 - 3rd quarter, Michael Crist $344.27 - 3rd quarter,
Robert Iverson $384.17 - 3rd quarter, Anthony Halverson $267-96
— 3rd quarter, Robin Dykstra $332.37 - 3rd quarter.

Following discussion, motion made by Director Chadima, seconded
by Director Iverson to approve the financial report. Motion
passed unanimously. The report was placed in the district
files.

LAKE THOMPSON DISCUSSION

Representatives of the Lake Thompson Water Project District and
Game, Fish and Parks were present to discuss Lake Thompson.
Presentations were given by Jim Knight as well as Kip Rounds
from GF&P. The discussion focused on the history of the lake as
well as some of the issues they have and potential solutions to



the problems. There wasn’t a request at this time from the
presenters but the Board welcomed formal requests in the future
should a viable project arise.

WATER VALUES SURVEY

Jeremiah Bergstrom from South Dakota State University (SDSU)
attended the meeting to update the Board on this project. SDSU
has partnered with the Water Development Districts of eastern
South Dakota to collaborate on how to better understand current
perceptions of South Dakota residents and their communities’
needs as they relate to water resource management. Bergstrom
discussed the results of the survey and will report back will a
final report in the future.

CITY OF HOWARD

Howard Mayor Eric Rentschler and Chancey Shrake from Brosz
Engineering were in attendance to discuss the City of Howard’s
Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project.

The City of Howard is currently under a compliance schedule to
meet more stringent discharge limits under their forthcoming
NDPDES permit. Their existing two cell treatment system has
been proven to not effectively treat wastewater to the proposed
discharge limits. This has forced the city to pursue treatment
system improvements which will meet the new permit limits within
the discharge permit.

The City did not have a formal request ready at this time but
wanted to discuss the project with the Board due to the
proximity of the meeting. A formal request will be presented
at our next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS

1. Final Mill Tevy Review - The resolution authorizing a tax to
be placed on all real property in Turner, Clay, and McCook
counties and portions of Lake, Miner and Kingsbury counties for
the purposes of financing the VBWDD budget for 2026 was approved
at the September meeting with some estimates being used due the
fact that some of the information had not yet been received from
the Department of Revenue.

The final information is now available and was reviewed by the
Board. The numbers are very similar to the estimates.

2. Director Terms - The odd numbered Director terms will end in
December of 2026. Those Directors were given the nominating




petition timeline and the expiring terms will be published in
the legal newspapers.

3. Grant Recision - Grant #01-24 was discussed. This grant was
awarded to the McCook Wildlife Club for the purposes of hooking
up to a rural water system for their water supply. The Board
discussed rescinding the grant do to the fact that is has been
nearly two years and no project is eminent. The grant can be
discussed again once a viable project has been identified.

Following discussion, Director Iverson moved to rescind Grant
#01-24. Motion seconded by Director Butzke. Motion passed
unanimously.

4., Tree Planting Grants Distribution Formula - For several
years the District has granted cost share funds to Conservation
Districts to encourage tree planting participation. The program
has been very successful and will continue for the foreseeable
future.

In order to unify the reimbursement formula the Conservation
Districts use the Board previously agreed to fund future tree
planting grant cost share using a rate of 25 cents per foot.

A question has now been presented for clarification as to
whether fabric is included in the reimbursement calculations.
The consensus of the Board was that fabric is essential and can
be included.

5. Project Updates - The Manager gave an update on projects
from the City of Desmet, City of Centerville, South Dakota Lakes
and Streams and Geological Survey that have received VBWDD
grants.

6. Meetings and Correspondence - The Manager shared
correspondence and meeting information of interest to the
District.

7. Annual Meeting - Motion made by Director Chadima to hold the
2026 Annual Meeting at the District office in Centerville on

January 21" 2026 at 3:00 p.m. Seconded by Director Davey.
Motion passed unanimously. The meeting notice will be
published in the official newspapers.

8. December Meeting - Due to the lack of timely business,




Director Iverson moved to cancel the December meeting. Seconded
by Director Butzke. Motion passed unanimously.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
1. Non Point Source Task Force Meeting - December 8, Pierre
2. VBWDD Annual Meeting - January 21st, 3:00 p.m. Centerville

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Director Iverson moved to
adjourn the meeting at 5:35 p.m. Seconded by Director Butzke.
Motion passed unanimously.

ROBIN DYKSTRA
CHAIRMAN



